 “Accept no text uncritically; it might be false.   Reject no text uncritically; it might be true.” –Robert Nash, Fostering Moral Conversations in the College Classroom
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Phillip Zapkin

English 001- Section J: Written Expression
Old Mill A402

MWF 13:55-14:45 (1:55-2:45 PM)

Office Phone: (802)656-3378

Old Mill A206




Office Hours: M 4-5, R 2:30-4







pzapkin@uvm.edu
If you open your mouth and say something, you’ll hear your voice.   But what does it mean when an English teacher asks you to write in ‘your own voice?’   In this class, we will discuss the idea of voice(s): what they are, who has them, and how they use them.   And, if you call in the next ten minutes, you will work on developing and understanding your own writing voices.   Every writer has multiple voices, which he or she uses for different purposes.   Command of your different voices is what this class will focus on.
Required Texts and Materials (Stuff to Buy): 

1. Essays and Explorations: An English 1 Anthology. 2nd Custom ed. New York: Pearson, 2009. Print   *Only available through the UVM bookstore*

2. One Pocket Folder and One Notebook
3. Journal
4. Recommended: USB/Jump Drive, 1 GB or larger is preferred

Grades (The Dreaded):

Final Portfolio 






60%

Weekly Journal





20%-two 10% grades

Participation/Work on Time




20%

Culture Points






2 Bonus points

Assignments (Also Dreaded):

9 Explorations (various lengths, but usually about 1 page single spaced)

3 Essays (4-5 pages each, double spaced)

2 Revisions

2 In-Progress Portfolios

Attendance (I Want To See Your Smiling Faces):

Daily attendance is expected.   I won’t take attendance, but virtually every day we work on something that contributes to your final portfolio, therefore if you miss a day you need to make up the work.   For religious holidays and sports or academic teams please notify me at the beginning of the semester.   If you unexpectedly miss class contact me through e-mail before the next class period.

Participation (Your Thoughts):

I believe that discussion based classes provide the best experience for students and thinkers.   Therefore this course should consist largely of discussions and workshops, either of course readings or student writing/revisions.   Active participation counts for a percentage of your grade.   Nobody wants me to talk the whole class; it will be boring for you, tedious for me, and won’t allow you to share your point of view about the subject.

Late Work (Clock’s A Tickin’):

Turning work in late will cost you points.   Because your final portfolio consists of all the work you do over the semester, it is crucial that you actually do all of the work.   With in-progress portfolio grades I will give you in-progress participation grades so you can monitor your score.    Also, please staple all papers before turning them in.
Electronic Devices (Calling All Cars):

Please silence or turn off all cell phones, pagers, PDAs, iPods, MP3 players, etc.   No texting in class.   We will sometimes use the computers in the lab; please use them appropriately.   Also on that note, there is no food or drink in the computer lab.
I will accept e-mailed assignments if you ask me beforehand.   I will always reply saying that I received the e-mail, so if you don’t hear back from me by the next afternoon I didn’t receive your message.
Office Hours (Like Christmas All Semester):

Office hours are meant to help you out.   I will have two and a half office hours every week, but I am also available to meet outside that time.   I can help with brainstorming; starting an assignment; answering questions about a text, my feedback on your work; or answer any other questions you have for me.   My office is Old Mill Annex A402 (on the fourth floor).   Please drop by or my office hours will be really boring.

The Writing Center (The Force Is Strong With These Ones):

The UVM Writing Center is a helpful free resource for the entire UVM community.   The tutors at the Writing Center can provide valuable advice for anyone struggling with an assignment or who just wants a second opinion.   I will arrange an in-class presentation with a Writing Center tutor to provide more information.   I highly recommend you make use of this service.

Academic Integrity (Intellectual Property Theft):

Intellectual property theft, generally known as plagiarism, is unacceptable.   Any idea, paraphrase, or text that is taken from a source must be properly cited.   If you are not sure if something needs to be cited, cite it.   UVM’s Academic Integrity policy can be found at: <http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/acadintegrity.pdf>.   You need to read and understand this policy within the first week of class.   Any student caught plagiarizing will incur disciplinary action in accordance with University policy.

Please Note (Important):

If you have (or suspect you may have) a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, I encourage you to contact both myself and UVM’s Office of Accommodation, Consultation, Collaboration & Educational Support Services (ACCESS), A-170 Living & Learning Center, 656-7753 (http://www.uvm.edu/~access) as early as possible in the term.   The ACCESS Office will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodation for this course.

“Where do I find the time for not reading so many books?” –Karl Kraus
Calendar Spring 2010
Weeks 1-3: Experience and Author(ity)
Wed. 20 Jan. Course introduction, syllabus, web resources, in-class writing.

Fri. 22 Jan. Argument, and authority in “They All Wear That Same Sweatshirt.” Exploration 1 assigned.

Mon. 25 Jan. Argument and purpose in “Shooting an Elephant” (Blackboard). Exploration 1 Due.

Wed. 27 Jan. Argument and authority in “Untitled Exploration” by Dan Hedges. Journal 1.

Fri. 29 Jan. Introduction to and discussion of Essay 1. Exploration 2 assigned.

Mon. 1 Feb. Add/Drop Period Ends. Voice and purpose in Valencia excerpt (Blackboard). Exploration 2 due.

Wed. 3 Feb. Voice and purpose in our readings so far. Journal 2.

Fri. 5 Feb. Exploration of Essay 1 voice. Essay 1 due.

Weeks 4-6: Analyzing Mass Media as Text
Mon. 8 Feb. Types, purposes, and strategies of media. 

Wed. 10 Feb. Message and technique in Romeo and Juliet posters (Blackboard). Journal 3.

Fri. 12 Feb. Message and technique in music videos—“You’re Beautiful,” “Bye, Bye, Bye,” and “Anarchy in the U.K.” (Blackboard). Exploration 3 assigned.

Mon. 15 Feb. President’s Day, no class.

Wed. 17 Feb.
 Using media texts to build arguments in “A Storm of Negligence.” Journal 4. Exploration 3 due.

Fri. 19 Feb. Introduction to and discussion of Essay 2 and Portfolio 1. Exploration 4 assigned.

Mon. 22 Feb. In-class workshop for Essay 2. Exploration 4 due.

Wed. 24 Feb. Peer workshop for Essay 2. Journal 5.

Fri. 26 Feb. Introduction to revision techniques. Portfolio 1 due.

Weeks 7-8: Re-visioning Writing
Mon. 1 Mar. Revision strategies from “A Plowed Path” to “Cold Snap.” Possibly a presentation by LeeLee Goodson.

Wed. 3 Mar. Revision strategies and purpose from Hedge’s “Untitled Exploration” to “A Storm of Negligence,” considering the “Author’s Note.” Journal due.

Fri. 5 Mar. Exploration 5 in class, and due. Exploration 6 assigned.

8-12 Mar. Spring Recess, no class.

Mon. 15 Mar. Introduction to and discussion of Revision 1 and Portfolio 2. Rewrite the introduction to “The Newfoundland Seal Hunt.” Exploration 6 due.

Wed. 17 Mar. Revision workshop. Journal 6.

Fri. 19 Mar. Introduction to research sources and documentation. Portfolio 2 due.

Weeks 9-12: Including Others’ Voices
Mon. 22 Mar. Sources and authorities in “The Clan of One-Breasted Women.”

Wed. 24 Mar. Brainstorming for Exploration 7. Exploration 7 assigned. Journal 7.

Fri. 26 Mar. Sources and argument in “Rape Scene” (Blackboard). Exploration 7 due.

Mon. 29 Mar. Researching for Exploration 8. Exploration 8 assigned.

Wed. 31 Mar. Sources and authority in “My Little Brother on Drugs.” Exploration 8 due. Journal 8.

Fri. 2 Apr. Aims and audience in “The Clan of One-Breasted Women,” “Rape Scene,” and “My Little Brother on Drugs.” Exploration 9 assigned.

Mon. 5 Apr. Introduction to Essay 3, discussion of rhetorical goal(s) and intended audience(s). Exploration 9 due. Essay 3 assigned.

Wed. 7 Apr. In class work day for Essay 3. Journal 9.

Fri. 9 Apr. No Class.

Mon. 12 Apr. Introduction to Radical Revision and Visual/Verbal Argument. Essay 3 due.

Weeks 13-15: Radical Revisions
Wed. 14 Apr. Conceiving Radical Revision, strengths and strategies. Journal 10.

Fri. 16 Apr. Visual argument in “A Happy Death.”

Mon. 19 Apr. Student produced Visual/Verbal Arguments, strengths and strategies. Exploration 10 assigned.

Wed. 21 Apr. Introduction and discussion of Revision 2. Revision 2 assigned. Exploration 10 due.

Thurs. 22 Apr. Sign up for conferences 10-3:45.

Fri. 23 Apr. Sign up for conferences 10-5.

Mon. 26 Apr. In class work day.

Wed. 28 Apr. In class work day.

Fri. 30 Apr. In class peer review.

Mon. 3 Apr. Last day of class. Final Portfolio including Revision 2 due.
� This is Ash Wednesday, so if you need to miss class for religious reasons please discuss with me beforehand how to turn in Exploration 3.





