 “For the moment let us note that getting the better of words in writing is commonly a very hard struggle.” –H.G. Widdowson
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Phillip Zapkin

ENG 001- Section F: Written Expression

Old Mill A404
TR 2:30-3:45





Office Hours: W 2-3:45
Old Mill A206





And by appointment
pzapkin@uvm.edu
Interrogating Writing
When you sit down to write a paper, letter, poem, or even Facebook status, you make a number of unconscious composition choices.   These choices involve rhetorical strategies, logical moves, and audience expectations.   In this course we will try to uncover different ways of making these choices to achieve various goals, and the implications of making certain decisions.
Required Texts and Materials: 

1. Essays and Explorations: An English 1 Anthology. 3rd Custom ed. New York: Pearson, 2010. Print   *Only available through the UVM bookstore*

2. One Pocket Folder and One Notebook
3. Recommended: USB/Jump Drive, 1 GB or larger is preferred

Grades:

Midterm Portfolio







40%
Final Portfolio 







50%

Participation/In-class Work





10%

Culture Points







Up to 5 Points

Assignments:

7 Explorations (various lengths, but usually about 1 page single spaced)

5 Projects (4-5 double spaced pages)

2 Portfolios

Attendance:

Daily attendance is expected.   I don’t take attendance, but virtually every day we work on something that contributes to your portfolios, so if you miss a day you need to make up the work.   For religious holidays and sports or academic teams please notify me at the beginning of the semester.   If you unexpectedly miss class contact me through e-mail as soon as possible.

Participation:

I believe discussion based classes provide the best experience for students and thinkers.   Therefore this course should consist largely of discussions and workshops, either of course readings or student writing/revisions.   Active participation counts for a percentage of your grade.   Nobody wants me to talk the whole class; it will be boring for you, tedious for me, and won’t allow you to share your point of view about our subjects.

Late Work:

Turning work in late will cost you points.   Because your portfolios consist of work from over the course of the semester, it is crucial that you actually do all of the work. I will give you an in-progress participation grade on your midterm portfolio so you can monitor that score.    Please staple all papers before turning them in.
Electronic Devices:

Please silence or turn off all cell phones, pagers, PDAs, iPods, MP3 players, etc.   No texting in class.   We will sometimes use the computers in the lab; please use them appropriately.   Also on that note, there is no food or drink in the computer lab.
I accept e-mailed assignments, but please ask me beforehand.   I will always reply saying that I’ve received an e-mail, so if you don’t hear back from me by the next afternoon I didn’t receive your message and it’s your responsibility to resend it.
Office Hours:

Office hours are meant to help you out.   I will have three office hours every week, but I can also meet outside that time.   I can help with brainstorming, starting an assignment, answering questions about a text, my feedback on your work, or any other questions you have for me.   My office is Old Mill Annex A404 (on the fourth floor).   Please drop by or my office hours will be really boring.

The Writing Center:

The UVM Writing Center is a helpful free resource for the entire UVM community.   The tutors at the Writing Center can provide valuable advice for anyone struggling with an assignment or who just wants a second opinion.   I will arrange an in-class presentation with a Writing Center tutor to provide more information.   I highly recommend you make use of this service.

Academic Integrity, Intellectual Property Theft:

Intellectual property theft, generally known as plagiarism, is unacceptable.   Any idea, paraphrase, or text that is taken from a source must be properly cited.   If you are not sure if something needs to be cited, cite it.   UVM’s Academic Integrity policy can be found at: <http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/acadintegrity.pdf>.   You need to read and understand this policy within the first week of class.   Any student caught plagiarizing will incur disciplinary action in accordance with University policy.

Please Note:

If you have (or suspect you may have) a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, I encourage you to contact both myself and UVM’s Office of Accommodation, Consultation, Collaboration & Educational Support Services (ACCESS), A-170 Living & Learning Center, 656-7753 (http://www.uvm.edu/~access) as early as possible in the term.   The ACCESS Office will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodation for this course.

“The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning and a lightning bug.” –Mark Twain

Calendar

Section 1: Inquiring Into and Arguing From Experience
T 18 Jan: Introduction, Course Explanation, What is Composition? What is an Essay?

R 20 Jan: Read and discuss “Chilly Reality” and “Coffee and Cigarettes,” Brainstorm List of possible essay topics. Exploration 1 Assigned.

T 25 Jan: Exploration 1 Due. What is the “So What?” of an essay, why does it matter? Read and discuss “A List of Nothing in Particular” and “Six to Eight Black Men” (Blackboard). Exploration 2 and Project 1 Assigned.
R 27 Jan: 2 Copies of Exploration 2 Due. “Who reads essays anyway?” considering audience(s) and expectations. Read and discuss “Cuss Time.” Peer Review workshop on Exploration 2.
M 31 Jan: Last Day of Add/Drop Period
T 1Feb: Draft of Project 1 Due. “My audience is/expects. . .” Peer Review Workshop on Project 1 Draft.
R 3 Feb(: Project 1 Due. Write Cover Letters. Introduction to rhetorical terms and concepts.
Section 2: Examining Rhetorical Choices
T 8 Feb: Finish rhetorical terms and concepts. Read and Discuss rhetorical choices in “The Greatest Nature Essay Ever” and “Annotated State of the Union Address” (web). Exploration 3 and Project 2 assigned.

R 10 Feb: Exploration 3 Due. Read and discuss rhetorical awareness, affect, and effect in “Buried Answers.”
T 15 Feb: 3 Copies of Project 2 Draft Due. Peer Review Workshop on Project 2 Draft. Visual rhetoric in 2 music videos.
R 17 Feb: Project 2 Due. Write Cover Letters. Read and discuss “Blast from the Past (First Draft).”
Section 3: Re-Visioning Rhetorical Choices
M 21 Feb: President’s Day Holiday
T 22 Feb: Bring a Copy of Project 1. Read and discuss both drafts of “Blast from the Past.” Rhetorically reverse outline Project 1—how did it function rhetorically? when and how does it work well? when and how can it be rhetorically improved? Exploration 4, Project 3, and Midterm Portfolio Assigned.
R 24 Feb: Exploration 4 Due. Revise the introduction and a body paragraph from Project 1.
T 1 Mar(: 3 Copies of Project 3 Draft Due. Peer Review Workshop on Project 3 Draft. 
R 3 Mar: Midterm Portfolios and Project 3 Due. Write Cover Letters for Midterm Portfolio and Project 3.
M 7 Mar: Spring Recess Begins
T 8 Mar(: No Class
R 10 Mar: No Class
Section 4: Researching Rhetorically
T 15 Mar: Read and discuss “The Anonymity Experiment” and “Admissions’ Dilemma (Final Draft).” How do these essays use research? What types of research are used? Brainstorm a list of topics you have experience with an concern about, but cannot write authoritatively about. Exploration 5 Assigned.

R 17 Mar(: Exploration 5 Due. How to do university level research. Group activity evaluating sources. Project 4 Assigned.
T 22 Mar: Read and discuss “Emulating David Dobbs” and “The Truth About Autism.” How do these incorporate different modes and methods of research?
W 23 Mar: Conference Day.

R 24 Mar: Research day. Locate at least 5 sources that may be useful for Project 4.

F 25 Mar: Conference Day.
T 29 Mar: Draft of Project 4 Due. Compose Exploration 6 in class. Peer Review Workshop on Project 4 Draft.
R 31 Mar: Project 4 Due. Write Cover Letter. Introduction to Op-Eds.
M 4 Apr(: Last Day to Withdraw from Classes
Section 5: Making Rhetorical Choices in Editing
T 5 Apr: Read and discuss “Licensing Massage Therapists in Vermont is Unnecessary” and “Licensing Will Give Integrity to Massage Therapy” (both on Blackboard). Exploration 7 in class.

R 7 Apr: No Class
T 12 Apr: Bring a Copy of Project 4. Autopsy, rhetorically analyze, repurpose, and/or radically shorten Project 4, bearing in mind our discussions of Op-Ed strategies. Project 5 assigned.
R 14 Apr(: Macro and micro-editing activities. Cutting unnecessary information from a paper. Cutting unnecessary words from sentences.

F 15 Apr: Honors Day
T 19 Apr: 3 Copies of Project 5 Due. Hostile Audience Workshop.

R 21 Apr: Project 5 Due. Write Cover Letter. Final Portfolio and Showcase Piece assigned.
Final Portfolio
T 26 Apr: Bring Portfolio and Clean Copies of the Projects. Looking through your 5 Projects, and considering my feedback, peer review activities, etc. decide which Project you intend to use for your Showcase Piece. Have a partner go over and edit the clean copy of the Project.
R 28 Apr: Bring Portfolio. Read your entire Portfolio. What “big picture” emerges? what strengths? what weaknesses? how have you improved on your strengths and downplayed your weaknesses over the course of the semester?
T 3 May: Final Portfolio Due. Write Cover Letter. Semester wrap up and Course Evaluations.
Su 22 May: Commencement
( Chinese New Year; Setsubun


( St. David of Wales’ Day


( Shrove Tuesday


( St. Patrick’s Day


( Hindu New Year


( Baisakhi





